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After M-Day, mutantkind neared extinction. Once hailed as humanity's replacement, it 
appeared mutants, now reduced to a few hundred, would fade into oblivion. But a new 
mutant baby has arrived, the first since M-Day, and with it, hope for mutantkind. 


Previously in MESSIAH COMPLEX... 


Rogue mutant Cable has kidnapped the mutant baby. Fighting through 
evil geneticist Mr. Sinister's Marauders, the mercenary Reavers and the 
X-Men’s black ops squad X-Force, Cable has made his way to Dallas, 
Texas. His destination? Mutant-inventor Forge’s workshop, where 
he plans to use Forge’s technology to fix his time-travel device 
and escape with the baby. 


Meanwhile, Layla Miller and a duplicate of Jamie Madrox, 
the Multiple Man, have jumped through time with the 
aid of Forge’s machinery. Тћеу ме landed in a dystopian 
future where mutant persecution is rampant, and have 
since been imprisoned and branded, while still on the 

hunt for secrets to the baby’s future. 





Back in the present, Cable reached Forge’s lab. To his horror, 
he not only found Forge wounded and bleeding on the floor, 
but fell victim to Forge's attacker—the X-Man Bishop. 
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MARVEL: You got "Freaky Friday" (Spidey & Wolverine switched bod- 
ies) and now "Amazing Friends" (Spidey teams up with Iceman and 
Firestar) green-lit. Are there any stories in Ultimate Spider-Man that 
you've pitched that have been rejected? 


BRIAN BENDIS: l'm trying to think. | have a pretty good sense of what 
won't get the green light so | try not to climb a hill | know cant be 
climbed. | do have a rather controversial story coming some time next 
year that got a tentative green light, but it was a hard sell. We'll see if 
it makes the light of day. 


MARVEL: We're coming out of a very dark time in the lives of Pete and 
his supporting cast. Will this be a lighthearted story or is there more 
to this than the surface seems to suggest? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Yeah, we tend to bounce back and forth with 
‚ stuff like this. It is much lighter than the death of the Goblin, 
but it's still an important story for the series. 


MARVEL: You seem to have a childlike glee regard- 
ing this story. How long has this 
been in the works? 


N BRIAN BENDIS: |с was in my 
first ever "list of 
things 
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to do" when | got the book back in 1999. 
Followed by a note to myself saying: "How 
the @#$% can you pull that off?" It took 118 
issues to get the pieces in order. 


MARVEL: We've met Iceman before, but not 
Firestar. Is she someone new or someone 
we've already met? 





BRIAN BENDIS: She is someone we have met... 
BUT NOW SHE 15 ON FIRE! 


MARVEL: Were you a fan of the Spider-Man and his Amazing Friends 
cartoon from the 1980's? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Oh yeah. There were some episodes, if memory 
serves, that were far superior in quality of animation than others. | 
was a really big fan of those. 


MARVEL: Will Ms. Lion be making her long-overdue appearance in the 
Ultimate Universe? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Sadly, that would be a по. 


MARVEL; |5 this going to be an ongoing team-up or а 
one-time thing? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Probably a one-time thing as Jeph Loeb is going 
to blow up the Ultimate Universe in a few months. 


MARVEL: Will they fight Videoman? (Editor's Note — In the 
animated series, Videoman was a villain created from an 
arcade game...seriously.) 


BRIAN BENDIS: | thought about it, but decided that 
Magneto is the better choice in relation to me keeping 
| my job. 


MARVEL: Have you ever moved someone's football 
statue just to see if the room would change into a 
super-duper high-tech hangout? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Other than Joe Quesada's? No. 


MARVEL: You're working on one of the longest runs on a single-charac- 
ter title in history, and yet you've managed to bring things forward that 
you planted the seeds for years ago. Are there other subplots boiling 
just under the surface that fans should keep their eyes on? 


BRIAN BENDIS: Well, right after “Amazing Friends,” we have a 
couple of one-shot stories that pay off some characters in a pretty 


За, < big way. Then after that we are adapting and expanding on the 


Ultimate Spider-Man story from the video game we did, so now it 
will fit in continuity perfectly. 


MARVEL: How far out DO you have this book plotted? 


BRIAN BENDIS: l'm honestly well into the 1405. 
I'm scripting issue 126 now. 
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